
Hello CSCP Friends!

Three months into this new world of ours, we’re 
pleased to report that CSCP continues to provide 
a community of support to families facing cancer, 
albeit online. Thanks to our support group facilitators 
and staff, medical experts who provide educational 
workshops and healthy lifestyle classes, and donors 
who continue to support us – we haven’t skipped  
a beat. 

As you’ll learn in this newsletter, we have moved 
our in-person program delivery to an online 
platform so that we can continue to support our 
members. COVID-19 adds another layer of worry 
and fear to patients facing a cancer diagnosis, many 
with compromised immune systems. Not only are 
they fighting cancer, but they are also doing so 
while trying to avoid a stealth virus. Additionally, 
cancer patients and those who recently completed 
treatment are facing new challenges, such as delays 
in in-person appointments, imaging and surgery. 

Our work here at CSCP takes on a new purpose 
and meaning during this pandemic. Thank you for 
keeping our members top of mind as they face 
greater anxiety while seeking the medical care  
they need during a time when healthcare systems 
are grappling with a novel virus.

Stay well, stay positive, and stay with us. Thank you!

Patricia V. Ostiller, JD, CFRE
Executive Director

A SHOUT OUT to our Benefactors  
and Patrons!

Established in 2017, CSCP’s Benefactors Society 
is comprised of individuals and businesses in our 
community who provide unrestricted leadership 
gifts to support families facing cancer. No surprise, 
our Benefactors and Patrons have stepped up  
to help in light of the pandemic, accelerating the 
payment of their gifts and renewing their annual 
memberships. New members are joining as well. 
We welcome Ann and Mike Malone and Mary 
and Richard Mader as new 2020 Patron members. 
A huge thank you to all of our Benefactors and 
Patrons:

Legacy of Hope Society

Our Legacy of Hope Society consists of people who have provided for 
CSCP as a beneficiary in their estate plan. For those of you who may have 
a bit more time on your hands as we stay close to home, this may be a 
good time to revisit your estate plans. Please contact Judith Hamilton-
Marquez, Development Manager (j.hamilton-marquez@cscpasadena.
org) or Melissa Alcorn, Board member and Chair of CSCP’s Legacy 
of Hope Society (melissaalcorn@amqts.com) for more information on 
joining CSCP’s Legacy of Hope Society. Thank you.

CSCP Goes Virtual with Program Delivery

CSCP moved its program delivery to an online 
platform in seven days:

CANCER SUPPORT COMMUNITY PASADENA  
76 East Del Mar Blvd, Suite 215 | Pasadena, CA 91105  |  TEL: 626-796-1083 

Email: info@cscpasadena.org  Web: www.cscpasadena.org

CSCP staff begin the transition 
from in-person programs to 
online programs. 
 ZoomPro licenses are 

purchased
 Staff and facilitators are 

trained in Zoom
 Written telehealth consents 

are drafted (in both English 
and Spanish) and sent to 
members

 New pages on CSCP’s website 
are built regarding our virtual 
offerings

 Social media posts are created 
to inform members

 Press releases are sent to 
local newspapers and at 5 pm 
on March 18th, CSCP holds its 
last in-person staff meeting

MONDAY, MARCH 16-
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18

SATURDAY, MARCH 14

THURSDAY, MARCH 19

MONDAY, MARCH 23

CSCP holds its last in- 
person support group 
(Grupo Fuerza y  Esperanza) 
before the office temporarily 
closes its doors.

AM: CSCP staff begin 
working from home. 
PM: Governor Newsom 
issues “stay at home” order.

Eleven of CSCP’s 12 support 
groups are up and running 
online, led by our licensed 
mental health professionals. 
The groups are held on the 
same days/time of the week as 
the usual in-person groups.

BENEFACTORS ($20,000+):
Ellen and Harvey Knell, Lead Founding Benefactors
Terri and Jerry Kohl
Lee and Mickey Segal

PATRONS ($10,000 - $19,999):
LeAnn and Michael Healy, Lead Patrons
Melissa Alcorn/Anderson & Murison
Bonnie and John DeWitt
The Havner Family Foundation
Mary and Richard Mader
Ann and Michael Malone
Dana and Mike Naples
Julie and Scott Nesbit
Sharp Seating/Sindee & Steve Riboli
Sue and Steve Silk
Susie and Brad Talt

For information on joining our Benefactors Society, please contact Patricia Ostiller, Executive Director  
at 626-796-1083 or p.ostiller@cscpasadena.org. We invite you to join!

Wish you could do more to support our mission?  You can!     
Please remember CSCP in your will or trust. Thank you.

The mission of CSCP is to ensure that all people impacted by cancer are empowered by knowledge,  
strengthened by action, and sustained by community. 

CANCER SUPPORT COMMUNITY PASADENA IS A 501(c)(3) NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION (TAX ID#: 95-4201985)

S U M M E R  2 0 2 0



The COVID-19 pandemic is causing many of 
us to experience feelings of stress, anxiety, 
depression, insomnia, denial, anger and fear. 

Imagine facing cancer in the midst of a pandemic. 
Additional fears and anxieties, including those 
regarding disease progression or recurrence, 
compound stress and anxiety for cancer patients 
and survivors. With strained healthcare resources, 
social distancing requirements that may limit 
chemotherapy administration or radiation 
schedules, and postponement of cancer surgeries, 
we know that cancer care is being disrupted.1

Early data from recent studies suggests that the 
probability of a severe illness from COVID-19 
is higher among patients with certain types of 
cancer, including lung cancer and blood cancers.2 
Other patients may have cancers that require timely 
surgeries, chemotherapy, or radiation. Doctors 
and patients must evaluate the risk of delaying 
cancer treatment versus continuing treatment and 
potentially exposing patients to the coronavirus 
and risking adverse outcomes from COVID-19. 

Getting Started at CSCP
CSCP is experiencing an increase in the number of inquiries 
for our online support groups. If you know someone who 
could benefit from our online support groups – whether a 
patient, caregiver, survivor, or bereavement group – please let 
them know that CSCP is continuing to welcome individuals 
and families virtually. For more information on our free support 
groups, educational workshops and healthy lifestyle classes, 
please call 626-796-1083 to schedule a phone orientation.

As CSCP celebrates 30 years of free programs for 
families facing cancer, we are launching our first 
ever virtual gala on July 11, 2020. “Everyone 
is invited,” says Kim Ferreira, CSCP’s Events 
Manager. “The community’s participation in our 
virtual Angel Gala will allow CSCP to continue to 
be ‘a community of support’ for its members – so 
that no one faces cancer alone.” 

CSCP’s intrepid Gala Co-chairs - Ellen Driscoll, 
Sandy Kobeissi, and Bill Ukropina - and their 

As an international organization, Cancer Support 
Community (CSC), and its affiliates across the world 
(including CSCP), focuses on addressing cancer 
patients’ psychosocial health needs, as well as 
the psychosocial health needs of their families. 
While CSC does not provide medical treatment 
nor direction on how a cancer patient should be 
treated, CSC and all of its affiliates are closely 
following the way cancer treatment is changing in 
light of the pandemic. 

These changes will inform how we continue to offer 
the best psychosocial support to our members. At 
this time, we are continuing to do what we do so 
well: take a crisis, whether it be a cancer diagnosis 
or now a pandemic, and give our members 
resources and tools to help them cope with the 
situation at hand, enabling them to focus on healthy 
thinking and make decisions based on accurate 
information. In doing so, we help cancer patients 
reduce stress and anxiety, which in turn helps 
improve their physical health.  

dedicated committee have been working hard to 
ensure the passion, excitement, and fun will shine 
through in this new virtual format. We look forward 
to gathering the community together in spirit.

Our Gala Honorees are Rosemari Annear,  
Bistro 45, City of Hope, Sharp Seating, and 
Charlotte Streng and the late Joel Streng. Their 
steadfast support and enthusiasm for our mission 
is incredible. 

Honorary Chairpersons include Elizabeth Rusnak 
Arizmendi, Alice and Loren Brodhead, Suzanne 
and Brian Gilman, Anne and Peter Kennedy, Ellen 
and Harvey Knell, Conchita and Jim O’Kane, Rary 
Simmons, and Robin and Ben Stafford.

Sponsors from across the region have committed 
their support to this virtual format and to the 
mission of CSCP. If you would like to join this  
list of sponsors or make a donation, visit  
cscpasadena.org/fundraisingevents or contact  
Kim Ferreira, k.ferreira@cscpasadena.org,  
626-796-1083.

Check CSCP’s website at cscpasadena.org/ 
fundraisingevents for up-to-the-minute information 
on how to participate in this virtual gala and 
the days leading up to it. Incredible auction 
opportunities and other virtual programming 
and entertainment will be announced on the 
website as they become available. Spread the 
word about this exciting virtual event. Become a 
sponsor or a donor. And tune in on July 11th!

Cancer Care 
Disrupted 

During the 
COVID-19 
Pandemic

1 Uzzo, R., Kitikov, A., & Geynisman, D. (2020) Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19): Cancer care during the pandemic. 
Available from https://www.uptodate.com/contents/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-cancer-care-during-the-pandemic
2 Covid-19 Patient Care Information (2020) American Society of Clinical Oncology. Available from https:/www.asco.org/as-
co-coronavirus-information/care-individuals-cancer-during-covid-19

Note: The information in this article is not intended to be a substitute for professional medical advice. Please consult with 
your physician for any questions you may have.

Join Us At Our 

Live Online- July 11th   7:00 pm

A night in

VISIT CSCPASADENA.ORG FOR DETAILS
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VIRTUAL GALA
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